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u Intelligence: Bush aide
failed in bid for job in
1987 because of ties to
Iran-Contra affair.

President is said to have a

éshortlistof candidates.

| By DAVID LAUTER

FTOMES STAPP WAITER

VW Ammiona ety

Wednesday as a clear

front-runner to become the next
head of the CIA, a job he sought but

fafled to get four i
L

' ames _
R. Lilley, who s about 1o leave his

:

;
;
;

Bush Gates as a “warthy
man” but szid that he does not yet
have a nominee in mind. Adminis-

. . tration officials, however, said that

they expect the President to move
- quickly to (Il the job that he,

- himself, hald during.the Gerald’

Ford Administration. ‘
A source who has discussed the

issue with Bush said that the .

President has a “shart lst™ -of

' potential nominees in mind. Lilley,

who his been prominently men-
tioned for the job, appears not to be
. onthe list, the source said.

ther possibilitfes, the source.. -

. \J/ said, would include Rear Adm:
- Willism -O, Stademan-and retired
~“Gen. Wiliizm E. Odom, respective-

~ 1y, the current and former heads of

the National Security -Agency.
Gates, however, appears to be at
m of Bush's list, ﬂ\q‘-sopnu‘

" Sinee his troubles over .Iran.
“.Contra, Gates has' assiduously

now ree
T e P

Democrats and Republicans on:
- Capitol HIll. to pt an end. wo
srguments about Iran-Contra as
.well as an inclination against chal-

langing Bush on a mjjor nomina- .

tion. .y
- Gates' supporters argue that he

" would be pirt of 4 “new genera-
tion” of leaders needed w0 redivect .

both the CIA and the rest of the
government's far-flung intelli-
gence commumity, .. -

- The director of central intelli-
gence serves ag both the operating

head of the CIA and as an overseer

"ol all the government's intelligence
" agencies, which include the NSA,

the sceret agency that handles the

government's eleetrouic eaves-
dropping and code breaking, and
the intalligence arms of the mill-

‘62id, the in
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The Washington Post

The New York Times _
The Washington Times __
The Wali Street Journal

The Christian Science Monitor
New York Daily News
USA Today
The Chicago Tribune

Date . Mﬂy /9 /-

- Gates Is Front-Runner for CIA Post

In the press conference an..
nouncing %mum H. Webster's -
. resignation as.director of the CIA, -

.. tary services.

With the decline of the Saviet

. Union as a direot military threat to
the United States, ntelligence pal-
icy experts both inside and outside
the government have argued that

" - .theintalligence agencies need to ha

restructured and redirected to ad—
dress new problems and handle

e of Caat leading eritca
Gatas . itics tn
the last round, Sen. Arlen Specter

.‘.R'P")' said In an interview that
T've got.to take another look at
the concerns I had in 1987, but I'm .

‘Dot sure they are determinative

o ’
'] 'm not prepared to make a’
Judgment today, standin g on

" one foot,” Specter said, but “sub—

stantial time has passed” since the

- Senate last reviewed Gates, “and -

he has done a good job since *
A spokesman for Senate Intellf-
Chairmagn-David

‘L. Boren (D-Okla.) gave a stron- -

ger ¢ ent, saying that his
-boss “would defimitely suppart &

" Gates nomination.” Since 1987,

Boren spokesman David Hotfman’
! ce committee.-
“bas reviewed Gates’ recards with
a fine-tooth comb” and Boren be-
lieves that “he I§ a very honest
u}tpn with a lot of integrity.”

LT - m‘

added. ‘Boren Shicka. they e

did. Gates: wrong, using him as &
front man.” .

Sen. William S. Cohen of Maine,
the senior Republican on. the intel-
ligence panel; said that, while he

. guestioned Gates sharply in 1987,
" he now believes Gates would be

“‘qualified™ for the job.
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